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Enbridge hid pipeline issues for 3 years 


Company knew Straits line coating was damaged but didn’t tell state 


Keith Matheny 


Detroit Free Press 


Canadian oil transport gi- 
ant Enbridge knew a section of 
the required protective coat- 
ing on its twin, underwater oil 


pipelines in the Straits of 
Mackinac was damaged in 
2014 — but did not make state 
officials aware of it until this 
August. 

The revelation further fu- 
els controversy about the pipe- 


lines, with critics saying that 
continuing to ship 23 million 
gallons of crude oil and natural 
gas liquids through the 64- 
year-old Line 5 is too great of a 
risk to the Great Lakes and 
shoreline communities. 


And it signals an even fur- 
ther deterioration of trust be- 
tween state regulators and En- 
bridge. 

“We are deeply disappoint- 
ed that Enbridge did not tell 
the Pipeline Safety Advisory 
Board in March the whole sto- 
ry about Line 5 coating defi- 


ciencies,” said Valerie Brader, 
executive director of Michi- 
gan Agency on Energy and co- 
chair of the Pipeline Safety 
Advisory Board, in a state- 
ment. 

“Enbridge owes the people 
of Michigan, the Advisory 
Board and the State an apolo- 


gy. This issue is too important 
to the people of Michigan to 
not tell the truth in a timely 
manner, and right now any 
trust we had in Enbridge has 
been seriously eroded.” 
Enbridge spokesman Ryan 


See ENBRIDGE, Page 7A 
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SMART plans regional transit to 
connect Detroit, suburbs, airport 


WOMEN’S CONVENTION IN DETROIT 
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Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan 
with family of Joe Louis. 


ROCHELLE RILEY 
Detroit greenway 
will be a lasting 
monument to 
honor Joe Louis 


Eric D. Lawrence 
Detroit Free Press 


Regional transit may get a new shot of 
life in metro Detroit if a proposal by the 
SMART bus system takes root. 

The Suburban Mobility Authority for Re- 


METRO, 4A gional Transportation, metro Detroit’s sub- 
urban bus system, is pitching a limited-stop, 
more frequent bus service that would con- 

JFK DOCUMENTS nect Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties 


to the city of Detroit and Detroit Metro Air- 
port. 

The region’s transit limitations — exem- 
plified by last year’s defeat at the polls of a 
20-year, $4.7-billion regional transit master 
plan — have been on display in recent weeks 
as Detroit and other areas have made their 
pitches to Amazon for the company’s second 
headquarters. The giant online retailer had 
made good transit part of the criteria for 
consideration. 

“With the Amazon bid on the table... 
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New wave of feminists energized to fight for 
reproductive rights, pay equity, against harassment 


Judge to Spranger: 


a 
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is Part pep rally, part revival meeting, the Wom- 
High f Low ~ en’s Convention at Detroit’s Cobo Center started m 

Friday morning with raised fists and deafening Restraining order granted for 
MORNING RAIN, cheers as more than 4,000 women from across the workers a gainst Macomb clerk 
THEN SUNSHINE country showed their solidarity and devotion to 
FORECAST, 2A the fight for women’s rights. Bill Laitner i 

Among them, Dawn Banks: “My world was Derroit Frea Presi 
INDEX shattered when Donald Trump was elected presi- 
: : dent,” said the 63-year-old from St. Charles, Mo. . 

a S a “Women’s rights were suddenly in the cross hairs. iò Pea : ire eg 
Classified... OB Metro. 4A I thought, ‘My God, Ihave to come out of the demo- —— suits, a judge in Mt. Clemens am 
Commies BC” Me 3C cratic closet.’ I started with the Women’s March ABOVE: Attendees cheer during Tarana Burke's speech has stant ed a tem ‘rare Te- 7 
an Pike. A on Washington (in January) and I haven’t quit during the Women’s Convention in Detroit. The a oo a tde ts a: oa cancel 
Dea GA Sports nnana. 1B since then. weekend event had more than 50 sessions Friday. of embattled Macomb County 


Her front-row seat in the opening event gave 
her a great view of Tamika Mallory’s opening com- 
ments. Mallory, one of the founders of the 


PHOTOS BY JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS 
TOP: Rose McGowan hugs Tarana Burke, right, as she 
was being introduced to the stage during the Women's 
Convention at Cobo Center in downtown Detroit on 
Friday. 


#METOO MOVEMENT GAINS MOMENTUM. 3A 


Clerk Karen Spranger — forbidding Spran- 
ger from “harassing” or retaliating against 
anyone engaged in union activities. 

Moments after the decision by Macomb 
County Circuit Judge Matthew Switalski, 
union leaders hugged their attorneys and 
Spranger left the courtroom from the back 
where she had been sitting alone. 

Switalski issued his order after a brief 
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